








2e Description

In a 1983 study, the University of Massachusetts rated the
Massachusetts segment as having high scenic quality and in-
tact natural quality reflecting little evidence of human modifi-
cation. The Connecticut segment offers a similar range of
visual diversity. The Saran’s Kingdom area is perhaps the most
dramaric scenic resource in the Connecticut study area, with
turbulent white water flowing through the steep-sided, 200-
foot deep and 1500-foot long gorge. Remarkable views are
offered both from the river within the gorge and on the trails
skirting the cliffs above. The historic river communities in
both states add to the scenic diversity of the area, as do the
essentially natural sections of the river corridor in the adjacent
state forests and other undeveloped lands.

2.2.9 Histor1C AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Noteworthy remnants of the Farmington Valley’s long history
of human acrivity can be found throughout the areas surround-
ing both study segments. Evidence of the Valley’s early native
inhabitants include important archaeological sites thar have
been documented along the Connecticut Study Segment. One
area in Peoples State Forest has been nominated for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places in recognition of its
extensive archaeological artifacts.

Historic structures associated with early European settlement
are more prevalent. In the Massachusetts study area, 73 his-
toric buildings and sites were identified in the Town of Otis
alone. The New Boston Inn in Sandisfield is a landmark
dating back to 1737, testimony to the long history of travel
through the Farmington River Valley. In the Connecticut study
area, four buildings near the river have been listed on the
National Register of Historic Places: the 19th century Chapin
house in Pine Meadow; the Depression-era Civilian Conser-
vation Corps (CCC) shelter in the American Legion State
Forest; the Old Riverton Inn; and the 19th century Gothic
revival style stone Union Church, also located in Riverton. In
addition, thirteen buildings have been listed on the Connecti-
cut State Register, including the restored and operational
Hitchcock Chair Factory, originally built in 1818. Also note-
worthy are the concerted efforts made by the Town of New
Hartford to promote and conserve its many historic build-
ings. As part of these efforts, the Town has designated the
Pine Meadow area, located adjacent to the river, as a local
historic district.

o f the Stud y Area

The restored and operational Hitcheock Chatr Factory,
locared in the mﬂagf ﬂ'f Riverton, Connecticut, is one ﬂf
many historic structures that contribute to the character
of the study area.
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