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Percent Impervious Surfaces by Local Basin
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Impervious surfaces like asphalt, cement
and roofing prevent infiltration of rainfall
into the soil, disrupting the water cycle
and affecting both the quantity and
quality of our water resources. In recent
years, research has shown the amount
of impervious surface in a watershed to
be a reliable indicator of the impacts of
development on water resources.

These studies suggest that aquatic
biological systems begin to degrade at
impervious levels of 12% to 15%, or at
even lower levels for particularly sensitive
streams. As the percentage of
imperviousness climbs above these
levels, degradation tends to increase
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Data Sources & Notes: Impervious Surface by basin
from CLEAR (UConn); DEEP; TeleAtlas (DESPP), FRWA.
Prepared by J.Bolton, FRWA: 081213

Relationship Between Imperviousness
and Stream Health
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